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alleged half-heartedness of the war effort under the imperial government. The obstinate refusal to face the facts and futile attempts to force the army, which was resolved to go home, to continue the struggle spelled the doom of Miliukov and, later, of the Provisional Government.
Foremost among the "national objectives and interests" championed by Miliukov was the annexation of Constantinople. It will be remembered that on the eve of the revolution Pokrovsky made plans for the seizure of the Straits.7 Although this project was deprecated by General Alekseev on the ground that Russia could ill afford a diversion of her dwindling resources from the German front, Miliukov on taking office revived Pokrovsky's proposal. He was np more successful than his predecessor. N. A. Bazili, representative of the foreign office at headquarters., informed Miliukov (letter of March 23) that preparations for a descent in Turkey were countermanded by Guchkov and Alekseev (orders of March 19 and 21) and that the shortage of shipping made unlikely the landing of Russian troops on the Bosphorus "this year7' or, indeed, at any future date. Miliukov, however, "the only man left in Russia who still thinks of Constantinople, St. Sophia, and the Golden Horn"—and this "because he is a historian," according to the French ambassador Paleologue,—was not in a mood to renounce Russia's rights to annexations secured by wartime agreements.
As long as the Soviet was dominated by the Mensheviks and the socialist revolutionaries it proved incapable of formulating a consistent policy on the issue of war and peace. With the outbreak of the war in 1914 some of the future Soviet leaders, like their socialist colleagues in western Europe, rallied to the support of the national government in the struggle against the foreign enemy; others, however, took an uncompromising attitude towards the "imperialistic war" which they believed the proletariat should unwaveringly oppose. It was not easy to reconcile these conflicting views when their proponents met in the Soviet. A temporary escape from the dilemma was found in the widely held belief that the Russian revolution would lead within the near future to revolutions in western countries. This naive faith— shared by leaders as far apart as Plekhanov and Kerensky, on the one hand, and Lenin, on the other—inspired the "Manifesto to the Peoples of the World" issued by the Soviet on March 14. An emotional,
7 See p. 1351.

